A real-time polymerase chain reaction for the detection of Streptococcus pneumoniae in blood using a mouse model: a potential new "gold standard".
Better diagnostics for pneumococcal disease are urgently needed. In a murine model, real-time polymerase chain reaction was superior to conventional culture in detecting pneumococcus in blood, particularly in early disease and after antibiotic administration, and could distinguish between commensalism and infection.